PERIGUEUX -Francheville, Cancer treatment Coordination Centre.
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	The Clinique Francheville has forged itself a reputation for high quality medical care and expertise in radiology over the years and has been designated as the centre for cancer treatment coordination in the Périgord (3C). As such, it coordinates cancer treatment throughout the region in liaison with the Aquitaine Cancer Treatment Network (RCA).



Sophisticated technology and coordinated collaboration

State of the art medical equipment is indispensable for effective treatment;but it is above all a multidisciplinary team of experienced physicians working together that today characterize cancer care at the Clinique Francheville.Weekly meetings of a well-coordinated network of specialists in pneumology, gynaecology, urology, ENT, radiology and digestive cancer have long been organized to work out a treatment tailored to patients’ needs. As Dr. Levaché, an oncologist at the Clinique Francheville puts it: « Having medical oncology (chemotherapy) and radiotherapy (radiation treatment) under one roof is far from being widespread in the private sector: doctors can consult each other far more easily and quickly, which saves considerable time and ensures a much better coordination between the diagnosis of cancer pathology and the setting up of the best possible treatment ». What is more, the medical staff work in close collaboration with the Medical Scanning Unit, which is also a precious time-saving guarantee.

Today the Clinic’s oncologists are advisers in cancer treatment and often give videoconference consultations to the units of other establishments in the Dordogne. They also work in close collaboration with the Institut Bergonié, the Centre of Cancer treatment for Bordeaux, and  also with the Bordeaux teaching hospital.

High quality cancer support services

Taking care of the purely medical aspect of cancer treatment is not enough; psychological support and care are essential to guarantee effective treatment. Families need counselling when informed of the diagnosis.That is why, as 3C of the Périgord, the Clinique Francheville has trained two nurses specialized in diagnosis disclosure, whose mission is to prepare the patient psychologically for the treatment specified by the medical team, and to liaise between the various support groups. For Stéphanie Troubadis, head nurse and unit coordinator : « It is essential for a cancer patient to be provided with support, care and compassion as well as encouragement to take an active part in his/her therapy».
To ensure further support for the patients’ needs and concerns, the Clinic has decided to offer the assistance of two psycho-oncologists and a welfare worker. In addition la Ligue contre le Cancer (the French Cancer League ), a longstanding partner, finances the services of a beautician for patients’ cosmetic comfort. These four people work in harmony to help the patients and their families cope with the difficulties linked to the illness, whether they be psychological, financial, administrative or practical.


