
PERIGUEUX - The Clinique Francheville is the leader in the treatment of chronic kidney disease in the Dordogne.
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	The Clinique Francheville is the only comprehensive dialysis centre providing medical care for those suffering from chronic kidney disorder and provides consultations throughout the Départment to help detect the disease at an early stage and provide the adequate treatment.


The number of chronic kidney disease patients has increased considerably in France over recent years, which has led to the setting up of medical care for all stages of the disease and to active preventive care .

The Clinique Francheville is the only comprehensive dialysis centre in the Département.
Thanks to its team of three associated nephrologists, two people in charge of the unit, a team of specialized nurses working round the clock with patients, the service is highly competent. The organization of the unit (it can serve 32 dialysis patients at a time, and has an on site nephrologist) means that the service caters for nigh on all the chronic renal failure dialysis patients in the Département. As Véronique Quéron, a nephrologist puts it : « The sophisticated technical platform in our Clinic enables us to cope with the most acute pathologies. That is why the most serious cases are naturally sent to us ». So thanks to the number of hospital beds available, most complications can be attended to almost immediately.
Auto- dialysis satellites means greater convenience for patients.

The Dordogne is a vast département and kidney disease makes enormous demands on patients who are obliged to attend 3 hour sessions three times a week, which considerably complicates their everyday existence. That is why, the nephrology service of the Clinique Francheville has provided, all around the region, satellite units destined to bring greater convenience to the more autonomous patients (those who have no medical complications). These auto-dialysis units –which are part of the mission assigned by the département medical authority- are located in Bergerac, Ribérac and Trélissac and enable patients to undergo the dialysis indispensable to their treatment nearer home and at times they can choose. For Pierre Malterre, Managing Director of the Clinic: « By setting up units in different parts of the Dordogne, we have shortened the patients’ travelling time. They can then lead a full and active family life, which is essential for their morale ». Nephrologists can also consult regularly in these units.

In fact the detection of the disease at an early stage is indispensable to check its development. « Our role », says Véronique Quéron, « is to offer professional care at all stages of the disease and to slow down its advance by providing preventive consultations, medical treatment to avoid immediate dialysis, the best possible dialysis treatment in safe and comfortable conditions, and professional and psychological support , should a kidney transplant be necessary”.
Even better facilities available in 2008
In order to improve the facilities available to dialysis patients, the Clinique Francheville is working on two projects which should be operational in the course of 2008.

A medical dialysis unit (UMD) will be officially opened in Périgueux in January 2008. This unit will be an intermediary between the comprehensive dialysis centre and the auto-dialysis satellites, its aim is to ensure a maximum autonomy for patients needing regular surveillance. The service will be available for longer hours during the day with increased medical supervision.

Moreover, a new auto-dialysis centre will be opened in June 2008 in Montignac.It will have a variable capacity and cater for dialysis patients from Montignac and Sarlat areas but also holidaymakers, enabling them to follow their treatment whilst enjoying their holiday. 


